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About the Tower of pisa

● The tower was built in 1173 

● It took 344 years to build from 1173

● The tower lasted 200 years without a natural 

disaster.

● Pisa got its name in 600 BC from a Greek word 

meaning “marshy land.”

● Galileo was baptized in the baptistery in 1565.

● The cathedral and baptistery are also sinking.

● The foundation of the cemetery, Campo Santo, is 

made up of 53 shiploads of earth that were 

brought back from the Hill of Calvary in 

Jerusalem.
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Why The tower is leaning

In 1173 it was built. 10 years into 

construction it had leaned 5.5 degrees. 

In the 1900’s they had made the tower 

more stable. In 1172, Donna Berta di 

Bernardo donated 60 silver coins to the 

local cathedral for the purchase of 

stones to be used in the base of a new 

bell tower. By the time the builders 

finished the second floor in 1178, the 

tower was beginning to lean.
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A solution for leaning

The tower of pisa was already 

stabilized in 1990. The team came up 

with a solution that would reduce 

the tower's inclination by about 

half degree.  This would reduce 

stress on the building's masonry and 

stabilize its foundations. The tower 

straightened itself by 38cm after 

the work was completed.
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Read this article.
The Leaning Tower Straightens Up by Covinton, Richard

The Smithsonian Magazine, June 2001, Volume 33, Issue 3
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Leaning Tower of Pisa - Fun Fact Series EP19

Leaning Tower of Pisa - Fun Fact Series EP19 | Mocomi Kids 
- YouTube:

This video talks about how and why it started to lean and the 
towers history. It has no words, but just graphics about the 
tower.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zzO1pmjUYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zzO1pmjUYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zzO1pmjUYM


Want more information, check out the Mentalfloss website:

http://mentalfloss.com/article/28544/why-does-leaning-tower-
pisa-lean:

This website talks about the history of the tower and fun facts. 
I like this website because it talks about every little detail 
about the famous tower.
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GRAZIEor 

Thank You
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